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BACKGROUNDER  
TIIDE Project 
 
 

Model Communities Link EMS and Public Health 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), National Center for Injury Prevention and 
Control (NCIPC), Division of Injury Response (DIR) has selected five communities as “best practice” 
models of how emergency medical services (EMS) can work with other safety and public health 
agencies in times of disaster. As part of CDC's TIIDE Project (Terrorism Injuries: Information 
Dissemination and Exchange), Model Communities identifies where relationships between the 
emergency care community and public health are established and operate at levels that effectively 
respond to events that may cause large numbers of injuries 
TIIDE Project 
Constructed around the interrelated activities of partnership building, learning lessons from previous 
terrorist events, and disseminating information, the TIIDE Project was created to address the urgent 
need to develop and exchange information about injuries from terrorism. That information includes 
community strategies to improve public safety, public health, clinical management and healthcare 
system preparedness in the event of mass casualty incidents. 
Model Communities 
Each of the selected communities has been successful in strengthening the relationship and collaboration 
between public health and the emergency care community to improve daily operations and disaster 
preparedness for their communities. Many of these communities share common features including: 
 Strong medical oversight on both public health and emergency care;  
 A desire and an effort to educate both emergency care and public health providers about each others' role;  
 Recognition of the role of and a commitment to developing and maintaining relationships between 

leadership through regular meetings, teambuilding exercises, and planning;  
 Bringing community stakeholders (businesses, clinics, universities, etc.), into planning process;  
 Creating disaster plans that were developed locally, involve public health and emergency care, and that are 

repeatedly drilled; and  
 Aggressively pursuing and securing funding.  

Email questions and comments about CDC's TIIDE Project to ncipcdirinfo@cdc.gov 

For more information on emergency preparedness and planning, go to www.bt.cdc.gov/planning. 
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