PINELLAS COUNTY LICENSE BOARD FOR CHILDREN'S CENTERS

AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES

Minutes for Special Board Meeting and Public Hearing

July 16, 2007
APPROVED MINUTES

The Special Board Meeting and Public Hearing of the Pinellas County License Board for Children's
Centers and Family Day Care Homes convened Monday, July 16, 2007, at 6698 68" Avenue North,

Pinellas Park beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Board Members Present:

Board Members Absent:
Advisory Members Present:
Advisory Members Absent:
County Attorney Present:

Staff Members Present:

Call to order:
Agenda:

Public Comment:
Browning Spence:

Christy Donovan Pemberton:

Commissioner Morroni:

Lourdes Benedict; Cecilia Burke (arrived at 6:15 p.m.); Terri Hajian,
Chairman; Angela Loring; Charles Minor; Commissioner Morroni;
Donna Rippley, Secretary

None

Sharon Carie, Ann Hofmeister, June Moody
Sharon Carder, Virginia Rowell

Christy Pemberton

Linda Tamanini, Executive Director; Suzie Lewis, Program Manager
Children’s Centers; Jewel Waiters, Program Manager Family Day
Care Homes; Dana Stajkowski, Recording Secretary; and other
agency staff

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

The agenda was accepted as presented.

Browning Spence, Deputy Director for the JWB Children’s Services
Council of Pinellas, commented that he did not have a prepared
statement regarding the transfer of the License Board to the PC
Health Department, but he would answer any questions. There were
no questions at this time.

Transfer of PCLB staff/responsibilities to the Pinellas County Health
Department.

Attorney Pemberton reported that she would be attending a meeting
on July 18, 2007, with JWB staff regarding this matter.

Attorney Pemberton reported to the Board regarding the unofficial
draft proposal from the Health Department (attached) and on her
response memo (attached). She added that the License Board
receives funding from the Department of Children and Family
Services; that contract is with the PCLB not the Health Department.

Attorney Pemberton will keep the Board and Advisory Committee
informed as meetings/discussions take place.

Commissioner Morroni expressed his desire that Attorney
Pemberton report at the August 1, 2007, Board meeting on the
legality of the pending transfer of PCLB staff/responsibilities to the
Pinellas County Health Department. He also asked that the JWB
attorney be part of the meeting Attorney Pemberton is scheduled to
attend with Gay Lancaster, JWB Executive Director, and other JWB
staff.
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Browning Spence:

Attorney Pemberton:

Browning Spence:

Commissioner Morroni:

Attorney Pemberton:

Responding to Ms. Pemberton’s report to the Board regarding a
possible conflict with a Health Department employee being a LB
Board member, Mr. Spence stated that the JWB representative on
the LB could be a JWB employee and therefore be subject to the
same possible conflict.

Attorney Pemberton responded she did not believe it was the same
because the scenario regarding the working relationship of JWB and
PCLB is very different [than what is being proposed with the transfer
of the LB to the Health Department]. Attorney Pemberton has
reviewed hire letters, termination letters, and the funding agreement
between JWB and the LB. The funding agreement specifically states
that PCLB employees are not JWB employees. Hiring letters are
signed by both the PCLB and JWB executive directors. The
termination letters from what Ms. Pemberton has reviewed consists
of a termination memo from Ms. Tamanini saying that she has
terminated this employee, followed by a letter that's signed by both
agencies. But in one instance where the employee had issues
regarding the employee’s termination, a response to the employee
from JWB specifically stated that JWB had nothing to do with the
employee’s termination.

Attorney Pemberton stated further that there is a sufficient paper trail
to indicate that the PCLB employees, although they are in the JWB
personnel system, are not supervised and directed by JWB staff.
Attorney Pemberton’s understanding is that LB employees would be
supervised by the Health Department. For purposes of the due
process issue, it does make a difference who is sitting on the Board
and LB staff's involvement with that person.

Mr. Spence stated that he is hopeful that these issues will be
resolved on Wednesday (7/18/08). He further reported that in 7
counties in Florida the Health Department is the provider of child
care licensing [Corrections: The county Health Department does
licensing by ordinance in Brevard, Alachua, and Sarasota; the HD in
Palm Beach licenses through the HD by Special Act; Brevard and
Hillsborough are city ordinances not through the HD; and Pinellas
has a Special Act not through the HD.] and JWB wants to look at
those arrangements, that only in one county is there a special act
designating the Health Department as the licensing authority. He
further reported to Board that JWB did not enter 2007 with the idea
that they were going to do this. The legislature forced their hand;
they are recommending to JWB Board the elimination of 9 different
programs and the reduction in funding to 12 other programs. JWB's
goal is to try to maintain high quality licensing in the county and
doing it in a more efficient manner than in the past. JWB is operating
under the deadline of October 1, 2007.

Commissioner Morroni asked Ms. Pemberton if the budget
reductions will have an effect on the county attorney’s budget and
therefore Ms. Pemberton’s workload.

Attorney Pemberton responded that her work will be affected, that

the county attorney will lose all of the law clerks. The county does

not charge PCLB for attorney services. Without law clerks more of
Attorney Pemberton’s time will be spend on LB legal matters. Her

primary responsibility for the county is litigation.
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Motion:

Attorney Pemberton stated to Board that if a merger is to be done
legally, it will take an act of the Legislature, which will take time. At
that time the Health Department representative could be replaced
with someone else so there is the correct number of members. For a
period of one year, if agreed upon by all parties, an inter-local
agreement could be presented to Board for approval. There are
other things that can be done to get all three agencies where all

three agencies want and need to go. Attorney Pemberton believes
an inter-local agreement can be accomplished by October 1% with
compromise on everyone’s part.

A motion was made by Commissioner Morroni to adjourn the Special
Meeting. Motion unanimously adopted.
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Call to Order:
Christy Donovan Pemberton:

Public Comment:
Anne Brooks:

Sondra Harper:

Diane Pinta:

Lynn Gibson:

The Public Hearing was called to order at 6:20 p.m.
Attorney Pemberton reminded the Board that this is the time to listen
to comments, to make notes, and not to enter into discussion.

A. Children’s Centers 6:15 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.
There was no public comment.

B. Family Day Care Homes 6:30 p.m. — 6:45 p.m.
Written public comment was distributed to the Board from family
day care home providers Sondra Harper, Anne Brooks, S. Lynn
Gibson.

2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater, Florida 33759

Ms. Brooks made the following comments:

1. Premises page 16 — Ms. Brooks asks that the word “yard” be
replaced with “outdoor play area” because the outdoor play area
is inspected and must meet minimum guidelines for safety and
security of children and the front yard does not need to meet
those standards. If “yard” is used, then the front yard will need to
meet minimum standards. She has been written up because of
what her neighbors have put in her yard, but she is not allowed
to go in her front yard.

2. Bathroom facilities for children’s centers page 25 — Ms. Brooks
asks that Board consider the following before including the
standard for overnight hours for bathroom facilities — Ms. Brooks
believes centers can hire employees and have them on staff for
90 days before their fingerprint records come back; does that
mean we can have someone washing and bathing children who
may be a pedophile because their records have not come back.

3601 63" Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33710

Ms. Harper made the following comments:

1. Requests a formal definition for “finding of necessity”; does not
think it is proper to change wording from rationale to finding of
necessity

2. Annual inservice requirement is changing to annual license year
from state physical year; in 2005 was changed to state physical
year from annual license year; why are we changing back.

6070 Garmouth Way North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33709
Ms. Pinta made the following comment:
1. Premises page 16 — Requests yard be defined.

8697 78" Avenue North, Largo, Florida 33777

Ms. Gibson made the following comments:

1. Supervision page 18 — for a large family child care home when
one of six children is left on the premises there must be 2 child
care personnel present on the premises. On the March 6, 2006
Board report pages 64 and 65, staff changed part of the wording.
The state monitors supervision in the home based on the
number of children present in the home.

2. Personnel page 17 — objects to including the purpose of the
special act in the standards; commented that all the other
standards fulfill the purpose of the special act; that purpose is
defined as desirability.
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Donna Huard: 6440 67" Avenue North, Pinellas Park, Florida 33781
Ms. Huard made the following comments:
1. Diaper changing area page 16 [page 6 #16] — requests
clarification on the diaper changing area.
2. No blankets under infants page 22 — babies roll and move and
blankets end up under infants; doesn't think that a blanket is
something not be found in a crib.

Barbara Cavanaugh: 7861 42" Street, Pinellas Park, Florida 33781
Ms. Cavanaugh made the following comment:
1. Emergency procedure — requests a standard form from the
License Board.

Chairman Hajian: Asked attendees if anyone else would like to make comments.

Laurentina Harker: [Did not sign-up and is not currently a Pinellas County provider]
Ms. Harker commented that Board is too complacent; commented
that it is a conflict of interest to have center directors on the Board;
that a family day care provider be placed on the Board for balance;
that providers have closed their homes because of the number of
changes; that the License Board is deliberately making these
changes to get rid of family day care homes so there can be more
centers; when homes needed children that the License Board gave
the children to centers; that the License Board didn'’t think there was
a necessity to give family day home providers more children.

Motion: A motion was made by Lourdes Benedict to adjourn the Public
Hearing at 6:45 p.m. Motion adopted.

Respectfully submitted by:

Donna Rippley, Secretary
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