
PINELLAS COUNTY LICENSE BOARD FOR CHILDREN'S CENTERS 
AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES 

Minutes for Regular Board Meeting for 
February 7, 2007 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
The Regular Board Meeting of the Pinellas County License Board for Children's Centers and 
Family Day Care Homes convened Wednesday, February 7, 2007, at 10601 S. Belcher Road, 
Largo, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Board Members Present:   Cecilia Burke; Terri Hajian, Chairman; Angela Loring; Charles 

Minor; Commissioner Morroni; Donna Rippley, Secretary 
 
Board Members Absent:   Lourdes Benedict 
 
Advisory Members Present:  Sharon Carie, Judy Macdonald, June Moody 
 
Advisory Members Absent:  Sharon Carder, Ann Hofmeister, Bette Ra Ivey, Virginia Rowell 

 
County Attorneys Present:  Christy Pemberton and William Falkner 

 
Staff Members Present:   Linda Tamanini, Executive Director; Kathy Mulrennan, 

Program Manager Children’s Centers; Jewel Waiters, Program 
Manager Family Day Care Homes; Dana Stajkowski, 
Recording Secretary; and other agency staff 

 
Call to order:      The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Agenda:       The amended agenda was further amended as follows: II.E. 

Final Agency Action Regarding Fine Levied Against FDCH 
Provider Margaret Priest moved to first action item.  The 
agenda was accepted as amended. 

 
I. C. Minutes:     The amended minutes of November 1, 2006 and the minutes 

of December 12, 2006 were unanimously approved.  Motion 
adopted. 

 
I. E. Public Comment:   Shirley Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo, 33777; 

topic - 2 staff are required to be on the premises at all times 
regardless of the number of children on the premises and the 
state interprets that definition differently from PCLB. 

 
 Response:      Commissioner Morroni requested that staff research and bring 

back to Board. 
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 Public Comment:     Mary Roberts, 6761 22nd Way South, St. Petersburg, 33712; 

topic – Florida statute for day care homes; Ms. Roberts’ issue 
is the state allows for more children under the age of two (see 
attached); difficult to make enough money with three children 
[LB allows 5 children 3 under 2 years of age]; reported that the 
publication Connection stated that 70% of school readiness 
children in Pinellas have chosen child care sites that are not 
licensed [The article in Connection (Winter/Spring 2007) was 
misquoted; the article stated that “Historically, over seventy 
percent (70%) of “school readiness” children in Pinellas 
County have chosen child care sites that are not only licensed, 
but have also agreed to contract with Coordinated Child Care 
of Pinellas, Inc.”].  

 
 Response:      Board did not give direction to staff. 
 
 Public Comment    Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater, 33759; 

topic – Pool Rationale – Necessity Changes (see attached);  
 
 Response:      Board did not give direction to staff. 
 
 Public Comment    Brenda Burgard, 1748 Winfield Road South, Clearwater, 

33756; topic – license number not on license; Ms. Burgard’s 
issue is that there are no license numbers for family day care 
homes. 

 
 Response:      Board did not give direction to staff. 
 
 Public Comment    Pam Foster, 2805 Candlewood Street, Clearwater, 33759; 

topic – substitutes; Ms. Foster’s issue is providers are being 
told they will need a second substitute if the first is substituting 
for another provider. 

 
 Response:      Ms. Tamanini will research and notify providers in the next 

mailing that will go out within 30 days. 
 
 Public Comment    Karen Holloway, 1326 Ann Circle, Clearwater, 33756; topic – 

Ms. Holloway’s issue is her inspection on the website shows 
her in non-compliance; Anne Brooks responded that Ms. 
Holloway was referring to the Board report on the website.  

 
 Response:      Ms. Tamanini reported that the Board update produced today 

no longer shows Ms. Holloway as “unavailable for inspection” 
and that the amended Board report will be posted to the PCLB 
website the day following the meeting. 
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II. E. Motion:     A motion was made by Commissioner Morroni and was 

seconded by Angela Loring to approve the Recommended 
Order Regarding Fine Levied Against FDCH Provider 
Margaret Priest as the Final Agency Action of the PCLB.  
Motion adopted. 

 
 A. 1.        
 Motion:      A motion was made by Cecilia Burke and was seconded that 

10 new Children’s Centers be approved for Regular Licenses.  
Motion adopted. 

 
 A. 2.        
 Motion:      (There were no new Children’s Centers recommended for a 

Provisional License.) 
 
 A. 3.        
 Motion:      A motion was made by Donna Rippley and was seconded that 

1 new Children’s Center be recommended for a Probationary-
Provisional License.  Attorney Christy Pemberton reported her 
intention to investigate other options to changing center 
ownership to remain in business following a notice of intent to 
revoke license.  Motion adopted. 

 
 A. 4.        
 Motion:      A motion was made by Donna Rippley and was seconded that 

23 new Family Day Care Homes be approved for Regular 
Licenses.  Motion adopted. 

 
 A. 5.        
 Motion:      A motion was made by Charles Minor and was seconded that 

2 new Family Day Care Homes be approved for Provisional 
Licenses.  Motion adopted. 

A. 6. 
 Motion:      (There were no new Family Day Care Homes recommended 

for a Probationary-Provisional License.) 
 
 B. 1.        
 B.1 Motion:     A motion was made by Cecilia Burke and was seconded that 

10 License Changes for Children's Centers be approved for 
Regular Licenses.  Motion adopted. 

 
 B. 2.        
 Motion:      A motion was made by Charles Minor and was seconded that 

2 License Changes for Children’s Centers be approved for a 
Provisional License. Motion adopted. 
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II. B. 3.        
 Motion:      (There were no License Changes for Children’s Centers 

recommended for a Probationary-Provisional License.) 
 
 B. 4.        
 Motion:      A motion was made by Donna Rippley and was seconded that 

3 License Changes for Family Day Care Homes be approved 
for Regular Licenses.  Motion adopted. 

 
 B. 5.        
 Motion:      A motion was made by Commissioner Morroni and was 

seconded that 1 License Change for Family Day Care Homes 
be approved for a Provisional License. Motion adopted. 

 
B. 6.  

 Motion:      (There were no License Changes for Family Day Care Homes 
recommended for a Probationary-Provisional License.) 

 
 C. 
 Motion:      (There were no Children's Centers recommended as a 

Religious Exempt Center.) 
 
 D. 
 Motion:      A motion was made by Commissioner Morroni and was seconded by 

Angela Loring to waive any potential conflict and to consent to Christy 
Donovan Pemberton’s continued service as both prosecutor and 
Board attorney and the County Attorney’s representation as 
prosecutor and Board attorney, with the understanding that the 
prosecuting attorney will not serve in the capacity as Board attorney 
when appearing before the Board as a prosecutor.  Motion adopted. 

 
 F. 
 Motion:      A motion was made by Angela Loring and was seconded to 

approve the recommendation for bi-monthly meetings.  Vote 
failed with one in favor. 

 
 Motion:      A motion was made by Commissioner Morroni and was 

seconded to approve quarterly meetings (February 6, May 7, 
August 6, and November 5) as long as special meetings are 
noticed at the same time.  Motion adopted. 

 
 G. 
 Motion:      A motion was made by Commissioner Morroni and was 

seconded to approve the first Wednesdays and the time of 
1:30 p.m. for all 2008 Regular Board Meetings (February 6, 
May 7, August 6, and November 5).  Motion adopted. 

 
 H. 
 Motion:      A motion was made by Donna Rippley and was seconded to 

approve February 6 as the evening meeting for 2008.  Motion 
adopted. 
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II. I. 
 Motion:      A motion was made by Cecilia Burke and was seconded to 

approve request for Board sanction of Advocacy Policy.  
Motion adopted. 

 
Advocacy Policy 

 
Advocacy as it refers to the Pinellas County License Board means 
protecting and promoting the health, safety, and mental development 
of children cared for in children’s centers and family day care homes.   

 
As a regulatory agency, the License Board advocates for children by 
using its statutory authority to: 
· Enforce regulations to ensure safe child care environments for 

children.  
· Promulgate and adopt rules to improve protection to further 

reduce the risk of harm to children.   
· Provide support services such as technical assistance, in-service 

training, and consultation as requested and as available to 
improve child care. 

· Work cooperatively with other organizations and agencies on 
issues involving children’s centers and family day care homes.  

· Budget adequate resources annually to carry out the mission of 
the agency. 

 
 J. 
 Motion:      A motion was made by Donna Rippley and was seconded to 

approve a variance for up to 13 hours of care for the YWCA 
Child Development Center – Safety Harbor.  Motion adopted. 

 
 K.        Ms. Tamanini presented a recommendation to decrease a 

minimum standard. 
 
 Public Comment:    Shirley Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo, FL  

33777; topic – background screening requirements for 
employees and substitutes; wait time for clearances. 

 
 Response:      Ms. Tamanini responded that the substitute for the provider 

must have the same qualifications as the provider.  Employee 
must be supervised and observed by the provider or provider’s 
substitute prior to background screening clearance.  
Fingerprint documents are mailed to the Department of 
Children and Families (Department) within two business days 
of receipt.  Attorney Pemberton noted procedural change of 
the Department could be reason for delay in clearance letters. 
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II. K. 
 Motion:      A motion was made by Commissioner Morroni and was 

seconded to approve a decrease in minimum standard for 
PERSONNEL in family day care homes and large family child 
care homes.  Motion adopted. 

 
  I. PERSONNEL 
      A. General Qualifications. Personnel. 
          1. . . . 
          2. An application will not be considered complete until the License 

Board receives proof of background screening clearance on the 
operator/applicant of the family day care home and all other 
household members, and substitutes who are subject to 
background screening.  . . . 

 
          For the employee, the operator/applicant must within five (5) 

days of employment at the family day care home or large family 
child care home submit to the License Board office background 
screening information. 

 
          Prior to background screening clearance, all employees while 

working with children must be under the observation and 
supervision of the operator or the operator’s substitute.  

 
          3.  . . . 
 
III.         Ms. Tamanini reviewed informational items. 
 
 Motion to Adjourn:    A motion was made by Commissioner Morroni to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Motion adopted. 
 
 
         Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
         ________________________ 
         Donna Rippley, Secretary  



Public Comment:  Mary Roberts – copy given to Recording Secretary at 2/7/07 Board meeting 
 

 
 



Public Comment:  Winona Anne Brooks – copy given to Recording Secretary at 2/7/07 Board meeting 
 

 
 



Public Comment:  Winona Anne Brooks – continued 
 

 
 
 
 


