
 1

PINELLAS COUNTY LICENSE BOARD FOR CHILDREN'S CENTERS 
AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES 

Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting for 
January 7, 2009 

 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
The Regular Board Meeting of the Pinellas County License Board for Children's Centers 
and Family Day Care Homes was scheduled and properly noticed for Wednesday, 
January 7, 2009, at 4175 East Bay Drive, Suite 350, Clearwater, to begin at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Board Members Present:  Lourdes Benedict, Chairman; Donna Huard; Barbra 

Mastrota; Elise Minkoff, Donna Rippley, Judi Vitucci 
 
Board Members Absent:  Commissioner Bostock 
 
Ex Officio Member Present: Charles Minor 
 
Advisory Members Present: Heidi Buck, Lynn Bittner, Ann Hofmeister 
 
Advisory Members Absent:  Sharon Carder, Terri Hajian 

 
County Attorney Present:  Colleen Flynn   

 
Staff Members Present:  Carla Doenges, Executive Director; Kathy Krause, 

Supervisor Family Day Care Homes; Suzie Lewis, 
Supervisor Children’s Centers; Dana Stajkowski, Recording 
Secretary; and other Health Department staff 

 
Call to order:     The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Motion:       A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota and seconded to 

approve the minutes from November 5, 2008.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 

 
Addition to Agenda:   A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded to 

approve that the Attorney Engagement Letter be signed by 
Chairman Benedict.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
Public Comments:    Public Comment was taken following the budget 

presentation. 
         Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood St., Clearwater 
         Ms. Brooks asks that background checks be done on the 

person as well as on the address. 
 
         Sondra Harper, 3601 63rd Street North 
         Ms. Harper reported that the forms on the website are 

wrong and you have to dig to find what’s there and that 
provider information [on SansWrite] is not accurate. 
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Public Comments:    In response to a comment made by Ms. Harper, Kathy 

Krause stated that the providers should be calling the staff 
for forms not Sondra Harper. 

 
         Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 
         Ms. Gibson requests that staff email links and phone 

numbers be put back on the website; that a picture on the 
site was inappropriate; that meeting notices be placed on 
the site in a timely manner. 

 
II. A. Budget     Stephanie Judd, HD Financial Administrator, presented the 

Amended Budget and Resolution as detailed in the Board 
packet.  The major changes in the budget are legal fees, a 
storage cost, and an in-kind contribution from the Health 
Department for services provided at no cost to the child 
care program. 

 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Rippley and seconded by 

Judi Vitucci to approve the Amended Budget and 
Resolution No. 08-04.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
II. A. Special Dist.    Stephanie Judd gave the following report to the Board on 

behalf of the Juvenile Welfare Board and Dr. Dharamraj of 
the Health Department.  Ms. Judd reported the License 
Board staff filed with the Department of Community Affairs 
(DCA) to request the License Board (LB) be designated an 
Independent Special District.  Ms. Judd further explained 
that with the information provided at the time, the DCA 
granted the designation to the LB. With the designation 
comes a series of responsibilities; a responsibility that 
financially impacts the budget of the child care program is 
the requirement of an annual independent financial audit 
which goes to the funders, the Chief Financial Officer of 
the State of Florida, the Auditor General of the State of 
Florida.  It must follow various rules and regulations of the 
State.   

 
         Ms. Judd reported to the Board that the Health 

Department along with the Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB) 
tried various avenues to have the Special District 
designation removed, including having a county ordinance 
replace the Special Act.  Currently, neither are viable 
avenues because Florida Statutes and thus the 
Department of Children and Families require the county 
fund the new entity by covering 75% of the funding; 
Pinellas County has never funded child care licensing. 
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II. A.        Ms. Judd presented the following: that the DCA take a look 

at the decision they made together with the new 
information being supplied to them; that the LB has never 
had a Federal Identification No. which identifies the holder 
as a governmental employer; that the LB does not and 
never has functioned as a special purpose of government; 
that the fees collected are not sufficient enough to provide 
services.  Input for the letter has been received from Gay 
Lancaster, Executive Director of JWB; Elithia Stanfield, 
Assistant County Administrator; Dr. Dharamraj, Director of 
the Health Department.  If the Independent Special 
District is rescinded, it will save the program 
approximately $70,000.  

 
  Board Comments:  In answer to a question from Elise Minkoff regarding 

internal standards to prevent such staff actions without 
the knowledge of the funder, Carla Doenges responded 
that her actions are transparent; that she is part of the 
Health Department team and there is a chain of command 
at the Health Department. 

 
  Response:    Stephanie Judd offered to have a document developed 

and signed by all staff and managers.  The Board did not 
respond. 

 
         In response to a question from Anne Hofmeister, Suzie 

Lewis responded that she sees no downside to approving 
the recommendation. 

 
         In response to a question from Judi Vitucci, Stephanie 

Judd responded that the Board was made aware of the 
application August 13, 2007; the application was made 
July 10, 2007 and there is no reference to the application 
prior to that. 

 
         In response to a question from Chairman Benedict, 

Stephanie Judd responded that rescinding the designation 
has no effect on the Special Act. 

 
  Public Comments:  Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 
         At a 2005 Charter Review Committee meeting, Linda 

Tamanini requested that the Independent Special District 
designation would remain. 

 
         Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater 
         Supported the recommendation. 
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II. A. Abstaining:    Chairman Benedict abstained from the vote. 
 
  Call for Motion:   Judi Vitucci called for a motion to approve and send the 

letter. 
 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Elise Minkoff and seconded by 

Donna Huard to approve the letter be signed and sent to 
the Department of Community Affairs requesting that the 
designation of PCLB as an Independent Special District be 
rescinded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
III. A. 1. 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Rippley and seconded that 

7 new Children’s Center be approved for Regular Licenses.  
Motion unanimously approved. 

 
  A. 2.      (There were no new Children’s Centers recommended for 

a Provisional License.) 
 

  A. 3.      (There were no new Children’s Centers recommended for 
a Probationary-Provisional License.)   

 
  A. 4.       
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Huard that 12 new Family 

Day Care Homes be approved for Regular Licenses.  
Motion unanimously approved. 

 
  A. 5.       
  Motion:     A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded that 1 

new Family Day Care Home be approved for Provisional 
Licenses.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
 A. 6.       

         (There were no new Family Day Care Homes 
recommended for Probationary-Provisional Licenses.) 

 
  B. 1.       
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Rippley and seconded that 

8 License Changes for Children's Centers be approved for 
Regular Licenses.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
  B. 2.       
         A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded that 1 

License Change for Children’s Centers be approved for a 
Provisional License.  Motion unanimously approved. 
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III. B. 3.      (There were no License Changes for Children’s Centers 

recommended for Probationary-Provisional Licenses.) 
 
  B.4.       
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Huard and seconded that 3 

License Changes for Family Day Care Homes be approved 
for Regular Licenses.  Motion unanimously approved. 

  
  B. 5.      (There were no License Changes for Family Day Care 

Homes recommended for Provisional Licenses.)  
 
 B. 6.      (There were no License Changes for Family Day Care 

Homes recommended for Probationary-Provisional 
Licenses.) 

 
  C.       (There were no Children's Centers recommended as 

Religious Exempt Centers.) 
 
  D.       There were no attorney items presented. 
 
  E.        
  Motion:     Ms. Doenges presented the recommendation to amend the 

membership of the Bylaws to include “One (1) person qualified 
by experience as a community representative and advocate in the 
field of early care and education” and remove the Advisory 
Committee position of “ . . . a person qualified as a member and 
chairman of the License Board. 

 
  Public Comments:  June Moody, 7224 118th Terrace North 
         June responded that her question had been answered. 
 
         Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 
         Ms. Gibson requested that a fire fighter or a parent be 

considered for the position or change the current position 
by changing the “and” to “or”; that keeping persons 
qualified as a chairman would keep the history of the 
Board; that she disagrees with the finding of necessity. 

 
  Response:    In response to a question by Ms. Gibson, the Chairman 

responded that staff would be selecting the person 
according to the recommendation. 

 
         Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater 
         Ms. Brooks suggests the recommendation be denied and 

that a committee be formed; that staff cannot 
recommend. 
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III.  E.        
  Public Comments:  In response to a question from Barbra Mastrota, Ms. Brooks 

stated that her problem was with the word quality and that a 
committee has not been formed to make the recommendation. 

 
         Following a lengthy discussion a vote was called. 
 
         Attorney Colleen Flynn reminded the Board that any changes 

made to the recommendation would result in another 30 day 
notice prior to making a motion for approval. 

 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded to amend the 

Bylaws as recommended.  There were 3 Yeas and 3 Nays.  The 
vote failed. 

 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded to send the 

recommendation back to staff.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
  F.  
  Public Comments:  Diane Pinta, 6070 Garmouth Way North, St. Petersburg 
         Ms. Pinta said she did not get the [renewal] packet in time; that 

she does not want to loose her license because she did not 
receive the packet in time.  

 
  Response:    Carla Doenges responded that staff also has accountability; that 

providers will not receive a fine if staff is responsible. 
 
         Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 
         Ms. Gibson asked for clarification regarding fingerprint screenings 

that are sometimes required to be redone because they cannot 
be read.  She further asked that staff provide renewal training for 
providers. 

 
  Response:    Ms. Doenges reported on all the training being scheduled. 
 
  Response:    Gayle Guidash reported on the progress being made regarding 

fingerprinting done in the main office of the Health Department.  
The service is very close to being marketed. 

 
         Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater 
         Ms. Brooks asked if the $50 fine proposed by State has gone to 

the review committee.  Ms. Brooks pointed out that if we use the 
State as our Finding of Necessity and the State does not pass the 
standard then our recommendation would fail. 
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  F.  
  Public Comment:   June Moody, 7224 118th Terrace North 
         Ms. Moody expressed concern about electronic fingerprinting 

regarding providers whose prints do not take electronically. 
 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota to approve 

recommendation to increase minimum standard for Annual 
Renewal of License for Children’s Centers.  Motion unanimously 
approved. 

 
X. APPLICATION, FEES, LICENSE (Children’s Centers) 
 E. Annual renewal of license  
 
Ch 61 S.12.   1. Any owner or operator of a children's center licensed under Licensing 

Regulations shall make application for renewal of his/her license on 
forms to be furnished by the License Board.  

 
Ch 65C-22.001(1)(e) 2. A completed application for renewal of an annual license must be 

submitted to the License Board office at least 45 days prior to the 
expiration date of the current license to ensure that a lapse of 
licensure does not occur. 

 
Proposed Bd. Standard a. Approximately 90 days prior to the expiration of a license, the 

licensing program shall provide renewal application and forms to 
the owner or operator addressing all licensing renewal 
requirements including background screening. 

 
Ch 65C-22.001(1)(e)  b. At least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration date of the 

current license, the provider must submit to the licensing 
program a completed renewal application including all required 
forms and background screening information to ensure that a 
lapse of licensure does not occur. 

Minutes 1/7/09 
 
Proposed    c. A fine of $50.00 shall be imposed for failure to submit a  
Ch 65C-22.010(4)(2)(d)  completed renewal application at least 45 days prior to the 

expiration date of the current license. 
 
Ch 61 S.12  3. 2. If action is pending to revoke or suspend the license of the 

applicant, the applicant may continue under the old license pending 
the outcome of the action. 

Ch 402.308(4)(b) 4. 3. Prior to the renewal of a license, the License Board shall reexamine 
the children’s center, including in that process the examination of 
the premises and records of the children’s center as required in 
Licensing Regulations to determine that minimum standards for 
licensing continue to be met. 
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III. F. 
X. E. Annual renewal of license - continued 
Ch 402.308(4)(c) 5. 4. The License Board shall coordinate all inspections of children’s 

centers.  A children’s center is not required to implement a 
recommendation of one agency that is in conflict with a 
recommendation of another agency if such conflict arises due to 
uncoordinated inspections.  Any conflict in recommendations shall be 
resolved by the county commission or its representative within 
fifteen (15) days after written notice that such conflict exists. 

 
Ch 402.308(4)(d) 6. 5. The License Board shall issue a license or renew a license upon 

being satisfied that all standards required by Licensing Regulations 
have been met.  A license may be issued or renewed if all the 
screening materials have been timely submitted; however, the 
License Board shall not issue or renew a license if any of the child 
care personnel at the applicant children’s center have failed the 
screening required by Licensing Regulations I.A. 

 
Finding of Necessity: This proposed standard clarifies the existing standard and allows for 

a late fine to be imposed.  The State will be including a late fine in 
the upcoming proposed regulations in Spring 2009.  Promulgation of 
these proposals as standards will make it comparable with the 
State’s upcoming requirements.  

 
Implementation Date: July 1, 2009 
 
  Motion:    A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota and seconded to approve 

recommendation to increase minimum standard for Annual Renewal 
of License for Family Day Care Homes.  Motion unanimously 
approved 

 
IX. APPLICATION, FEES, LICENSE (Family Day Care Homes) 
 E. Annual Renewal of License  
Ch 65C-20.008(3)  1. Any family day care home provider licensed under this Act shall 

submit to the License Board a completed application for renewal of 
an annual license at least 45 days prior to the expiration date of the 
current license to ensure that a lapse of licensure does not occur.  
The renewal application and required forms shall be furnished by the 
License Board. 

 
Ch 65C-20.008(3)  1. Family Day Care Homes licensed under Licensing Regulations shall 

make application for renewal of his/her license on forms to be 
furnished by the License Board. 

 
Proposed Bd. Standard a. Approximately 90 days prior to the expiration of a license, the 

licensing program shall provide renewal application and forms to 
the provider addressing all licensing renewal requirements 
including background screening. 
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III. F. 
IX. APPLICATION, FEES, LICENSE (Family Day Care Homes) 
Ch 65C-20.008(2)   b. At least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration date of the 

current license, the provider must submit to the licensing 
program a completed renewal application including all required 
forms and background screening information to ensure that a 
lapse of licensure does not occur. 

 
Proposed    c. A fine of $50.00 shall be imposed for failure to submit a  
Ch 65C-20.012(3)(d)   completed renewal application at least 45 days prior to the 

expiration date of the current license. 
 
Ch 65C-20.008(3)   d. All background screening clearances must be received by the 

licensing program prior to the expiration of the current license in 
order to issue a renewal license.  If screening clearances have 
not been received by the expiration date of the license, a 
renewal license will not be issued, the home will be closed, and 
the provider must reapply for a family day care home license. 

 
Ch 61 S.12.   2. If action is pending to revoke or suspend the license of the applicant, 

the applicant may continue under the old license pending the 
outcome of the action. 

 
Ch 402.308(4)(b)  3. Prior to the renewal of a license, the License Board shall reexamine 

the family day care home, including in that process the examination 
of the premises and records of the family day care home to 
determine that minimum standards for licensing continue to be met. 

 
Ch 402.308(4)(c)  4. The License Board shall coordinate all inspections of family day care 

homes.  The family day care home is not required to implement a 
recommendation of one agency that is in conflict with a 
recommendation of another agency if such conflict arises due to 
uncoordinated inspections.  Any conflict in recommendations shall be 
resolved by the county commission or its representative within 15 
days after written notice that such conflict exists. 

 
Ch 402.308(4)(d)  5. The License Board shall issue a license or renew a license upon 

being satisfied that all standards have been met.  A license may be 
issued or renewed if all the screening materials have been timely 
submitted; however, the License Board shall not issue or renew a 
license if any of the family day care home personnel have failed the 
screening required by Licensing Regulations.   
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III. F. 
 
IX. APPLICATION, FEES, LICENSE (Family Day Care Homes) 
Finding of Necessity: This proposed standard clarifies the existing standard and allows for 

a late fine to be imposed.  The State will be including a late fine in 
the upcoming proposed regulations in Spring 2009.  Promulgation of 
these proposals as standards will make it comparable with the 
State’s upcoming requirements.  

Implementation Date: July 1, 2009 
 
  Motion:    A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota and seconded to increase 

standard for Annual Renewal of License for Large Family Child Care 
Homes.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
VII. APPLICATION, LICENSE, FEES (Large Family Child Care Homes) 
  C. Annual Renewal of License 
Ch 65C-20.008(3)  1. Family Day Care Homes and Large Family Child Care Homes licensed 

under Licensing Regulations shall make application for renewal of 
his/her license on forms to be furnished by the License Board. 

 
Proposed Bd. Standard a. Approximately 90 days prior to the expiration of a license, the 

licensing program shall provide renewal application and forms to 
the provider addressing all licensing renewal requirements 
including background screening. 

 
Ch 65C-20.008(2)   b. At least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration date of the 

current license, the provider must submit to the licensing 
program a completed renewal application including all required 
forms and background screening information to ensure that a 
lapse of licensure does not occur. 

 
Proposed    c. A fine of $50.00 shall be imposed for failure to submit a  
Ch 65C-20.012(3)(d)   completed renewal application at least 45 days prior to the 

expiration date of the current license. 
 
Ch 65C-20.008(3)   d. All background screening clearances must be received by the 

licensing program prior to the expiration of the current license in 
order to issue a renewal license.  If screening clearances have 
not been received by the expiration date of the license, a 
renewal license will not be issued, the home will be closed, and 
the provider must reapply for a family day care home license. 

Finding of Necessity: This proposed standard clarifies the existing standard and allows for 
a late fine to be imposed.  The State will be including a late fine in 
the upcoming proposed regulations in Spring 2009.  Promulgation of 
these proposals as standards will make it comparable with the 
State’s upcoming requirements.  

Implementation Date: July 1, 2009 
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III. F. 
 
  Motion: A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota and seconded to approve 

February 4, 2009 as the Public Hearing Date for the proposed 
recommendations.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
 G. Motion: A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota to cancel the Special Board 

meeting of February 19, 2009.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
 H. 
 Public Comment   Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater 
        Ms. Brooks recommends committee look at developmentally 

appropriate practices for infants, toddles and preschoolers 
and other improvements in training. 

 
 Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Huard and seconded for staff 

to appoint a committee to review infant standards.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 

 
 Motion to Adjourn:  A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded to adjourn 

at 8:15 p.m.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
        _______________________ 
        Judi Vitucci, Secretary 
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