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M E M O R A N D U M 
TO: License Board, Advisory Committee and Attorney 
FROM: Carla Recker, Executive Director 
DATE: March 25, 2009 
Subject: April 1, 2009 Board Meeting 
 
Enclosed is the License Board report for the regular Board meeting on Wednesday, April 1, 
2009, which begins at 1:30 p.m. in conference room 340 at the Pinellas County Health 
Department-Center Bay, located at 4175 East Bay Drive, Suite 350, Clearwater. 
 
There are several action items on this agenda regarding recommendations for 
meeting/increasing state standards for enforcement and for increasing/decreasing other 
standards which will contribute to the meeting running longer than expected. 
 
Please bring your calendars as we will be selecting and scheduling meeting dates. 
 
If you find you are unable to attend the Board meeting, please call Dana at 507-4857 ext. 
1349 as soon as you know.   
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
dms 
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PINELLAS COUNTY LICENSE BOARD FOR CHILDREN’S CENTERS & FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES 
REGULAR MEETING April 1, 2009, 1:30 P.M. CONFERENCE ROOM 340 

Pinellas County Health Department (PCHD) – Center Bay 
4175 East Bay Drive, Suite 350, Clearwater, FL 33764 

AGENDA 
The purpose of Chapter 61-2681, amended by Chapters 70-893 and 2007-277 is to protect the health, safety, 

and mental development of children cared for in children’s centers and family day care homes in Pinellas County. 
 

I. Call to Order
 Page 
 A. Announcements: Sharon Carder 
 B. Agenda (addition of new items)....................................................................................... 1 
  Public Comment Policy.................................................................................................... 2 
 C. Approval of the Minutes from: 
  December 3, 2008, January 7, 2009, & February 4, 2009.................................................. 3 
 D. Public Comment (No comments on 2/4/09 Public Hearing Items) 
 
II. Items Moved to the Top 
 A. Revenue and Expense Reports ........................................................................................ 23 
 B. Response from Department of Community Affairs............................................................. 25 
 
III. Action Items 
 A. Licenses for New Centers/Homes..................................................................................... 30 
 B. License Changes for Centers/ Homes............................................................................... 33 
 C. Religious Exempt Centers................................................................................................ 34 
 D. Attorney Items .............................................................................................................. 34 
  Presentation on Ethics 
 E. Recommendation to Appoint Vacant Advisory Committee Positions .................................... 35 
  Education and Consultant Positions 
 F. Final Agency Action on Recommendations from 12/3/08 Public Hearing ............................. 36 
  No Public Comment taken at this time  
 BREAK 
 G. Recommendations to Decrease Standards........................................................................ 55 
 H. Recommendations to Increase Standards for Children’s Centers ........................................ 60 
 I. Recommendations to Increase Standards for Family Day Care Homes and ........................ 67 
  Large Family Child Care Homes 
 J. Recommendations to Ratify and Increase Newly Promulgated State Standards................... 69 
 K. Recommended Timeline for Proposed Increases ............................................................... 101 
 
IV. Information Items 
 A. Report from the Director ................................................................................................. 101 
 B. Statistical Reports: December, January, February 2009..................................................... 102 
 
IV.  Next Meeting: Public Hearing & Special Board Meeting: May 14, 2009, 6:30 p.m. 
    Regular Board Meeting: July 1, 2009 
     
 
The Pinellas County License Board welcomes input from Pinellas County citizens.  Please see Public 
Comment Policy on page 2.   
Persons are advised that if they decide to appeal any decision made at this meeting/hearing, they will 
need a record of the proceedings, and, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based.  Please see Policy for Recording Meetings on page 2. 
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Public Comment Policy – (Revised 9/19/07) 
A. Citizen responsibilities during the Public Comment section of the agenda: 
 1. Sign-up in person with the Recording Secretary or designee prior to the start of the meeting.   
 2. Comment to the Board on topics not listed on the agenda; time starts when recognized by the Chairman. 
 3. Limit repetitious comment(s); speakers supporting the same issue are encouraged to appoint a 

spokesperson who may ask members of the audience represented to stand/raise their hand during 
comment(s). 

 4. Individual speakers have up to 3 minutes and a spokesperson representing a group present at the 
meeting has up to 5 minutes.  

 
B. Citizen responsibilities during Action Items section of the agenda: 
 1. Sign-up in person with the Recording Secretary or designee prior to the start of the meeting to comment 

on specific action item(s).  
 2. Time starts when recognized by the Chairman. 
 3. Limit repetitious comment(s); speakers supporting the same issue are encouraged to appoint a 

spokesperson who may ask members of the audience represented to stand/raise their hand during 
comment(s). 

 4. Individual speakers have up to 3 minutes and a spokesperson representing a group present at the 
meeting has up to 5 minutes.   

 
C. Public comment regarding recommendations for increase(s) in standard(s): 
 1. Public Comment will be entertained during two meetings: the initial meeting when recommendations are 

first brought before the Board and again during the Public Hearing. 
 2. Public Comment will not be heard again on these recommendations until the Board meeting following 

final Board approval. 
 
D. Written Documents: 
 Written documents may be distributed and will be filed with the minutes and available to absent Board 

members.   
 
Notes: 
• The intent of the policy is to make more effective use of the Public Comment portion of the agenda, not 

unlimited use. 
• The Board is not required to respond to citizen comment. 
• Comment to the Board does not constitute a formal complaint, is not considered a request for records, and 

does not require staff response unless directed to do so by Board.  
 
Policy for Recording Meetings (Revised 11/1/06) 
Citizens desiring or requiring a verbatim transcript of the meeting, or needing a transcript for appeal, should, at 
their own expense, retain a certified court reporter to record the meeting, or the relevant portion of the meeting.  

Citizens not needing a verbatim transcript or transcript for appeal may use silent, unobtrusive recording devices 
to record meetings.   

Video cameras may be used to record meetings, but the cameras must be hand held.  Tripods may be used only 
in the area(s) designated by staff.  The designated tripod area will not impede ingress or egress, or the ability of 
attendees to see the meeting and will be adjusted according to known attendance. 

Persons needing an accommodation may request it by calling the executive secretary at 547-5840 at least two 
business days prior to the Board meeting. 
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PINELLAS COUNTY LICENSE BOARD FOR CHILDREN'S CENTERS 
AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES 
Minutes for the Public Hearing of 

December 3, 2008 
 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
 
The Public Hearing of the Pinellas County License Board for Children's Centers and 
Family Day Care Homes was scheduled and properly noticed for Wednesday, December 
3, 2008, at 4175 East Bay Drive, Suite 350, Clearwater, to begin at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Board Members Present:  Lourdes Benedict, Chairman; Donna Huard; Donna 

Rippley, Judi Vitucci 
 
Board Members Absent:  Commissioner Bostock, Barbra Mastrota; Elise Minkoff 
 
Ex Officio Member Absent:  Charles Minor 
 
Advisory Members Present: Lynn Bittner, Heidi Buck, Terri Hajian, Ann Hofmeister 
 
Advisory Members Absent:  Sharon Carder 
 
County Attorney Present:  Colleen Flynn   
 
Staff Members Present:   Carla Doenges, Executive Director; Suzie Lewis, 

Supervisor Children’s Centers; Kathy Krause, Supervisor 
Family Day Care Homes; Dana Stajkowski, Recording 
Secretary; and other Health Department staff 

 
Call to order:      The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Staff Comment:     Carla Doenges reported to the Board and attendees that 

based on Public Comment during the September 23, 
2008 meeting when the proposed regulations were first 
presented to Board, that staff have reviewed and agreed 
with providers that the following words cause confusion: 
• “Exclusively” in standard IV.C.2.[which reads] All 

family day care homes must have . . . outdoor play 
area . . . exclusively used for the children attending or 
residing at the family day care home.   

 
• Staff understands that anyone in the home has use of 

the property and that providers cannot set aside a 
part of the property to be used exclusively for the 
children; that providers must look closely at the area 
and remove anything that is harmful to children. 
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Minutes – 12/3/08 Public Hearing 
 
Staff Comment Continued: 

• “Any age” in standard I.C. The number of children in 
a family day care home . . .  Preschool household 
members, whether present or not, and children of any 
age who are in the operator’s care . . . are counted in 
the license capacity.  Staff have compared state 
standards with License Board standards and agree 
that the age of child care does not exceed 13 years of 
age.  Staff will recommend to the Board that the 
words “any age” be removed from this standard and 
the Definition of Family Day Care Homes. 

 
Public Hearing for Children’s Centers 6:30 p.m. 
          There were no comments made to the Board. 
 
Public Hearing for Family Day Care Homes 6:45 p.m. 
Public Comment:      Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 33777 
          I.C. Supervision 
          Ms. Gibson reported that she is the area 

representative for providers and attends both 
associations - Heart to Heart and Pinellas Providers 
and attends 4 quarterly state meetings.  She reported 
that family day care children give up a lot – their toys, 
their yard, their bedrooms.  The new rule which 
states “when household school age children under 13 
years of age are present, the supervision of these 
children must comply with section I.C. 6.” 

 
          [I.C.6. states – this was added for clarification 
          At all times, which includes when the children are 

napping or sleeping, the operator shall remain 
responsible for the supervision of the children in care 
and capable of responding to emergencies and the 
needs of the children.  While children are napping or 
sleeping in bedrooms, the bedroom doors must 
remain open.  During the day time hours of operation, 
children shall have adult supervision which means 
watching and directing children’s activities, both 
indoors and outdoors, and responding to each child’s 
needs.] 

 
          Ms. Gibson stated that it is her understanding that 

according to DCF, when the provider’s child is in the 
home the child counts in the capacity, but when the 
child leaves [the premises] the child does not count in 
the capacity. 
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Minutes – 12/3/08 Public Hearing 
 
          Ms. Gibson further stated that the rest of the counties 

do not require a locked door because it is a fire safety 
hazard, that children must be able to exit the building 
without the help of an adult.  The License Board 
requires a lock “inaccessible to children” locking the 
children in. 

 
          Ms. Gibson requests that providers be allowed to 

supervise their own children as a parent not a 
provider.  Providers would like to, as an example, be 
able to allow their own children to leave the premises 
to play with other children and to leave their12 year 
old home while taking the other children on a field 
trip. 

 
Discussion:       Responding to a question from Lourdes Benedict, 

Lynn Gibson responded that if law enforcement allows 
a child to stay home alone and if the provider is 
comfortable with it then is should be acceptable to 
the License Board. 

 
          Ms. Doenges asked how providers would handle 

complaints from neighbors about children from the 
licensed home seen walking the street. 

 
          June Moody responded that most neighbors know the 

children from the neighborhood. 
 
          Ms. Gibson suggested the licensing specialist call the 

provider to verify the complaint. 
 
          In response to a question by Lourdes Benedict, Ms. 

Gibson responded that during a fire inspection she 
was told there should not be locks on the doors 
inaccessible to children, that children must be able to 
get out of the home on their own.  That centers have 
a fire door that exits to a fenced area that’s locked. 

 
          Ms. Benedict responded that she receives reports on 

every child that dies in Pinellas County and has seen 
none where a child burned up in a house fire, but has 
seen many where a child has drowned in a pool. 

 
Direction to Providers:    Carla Doenges requested this topic be tabled and that 

providers invite her to their next meetings to discuss 
“inaccessible locks” on doors. 
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Minutes – 12/3/08 Public Hearing 
 
Public Comment:      Denise Capri, 2010 Rebecca Drive, Clearwater 33764 
          Declined to comment 
 
Public Comment:      Sharleen Gamble, 15348 Westminister Avenue, 

Clearwater 33760 
          I.C. Supervision 
          Ms. Gamble stated that she will not be able to 

continue with her family day care home license if she 
will be required to supervise her own 11 and 7 year 
old children the same way she supervises her day 
care children. 

 
Discussion:       In response to a question by Terri Hajian, and a 

response from someone in the audience, Kathy 
Krause responded that we must comply with Florida 
Laws, but that those laws do not state a specific age 
at which a child can stay home alone, that it depends 
on the abilities and maturity of the child.  Donna 
Huard responded that provider’s children over the age 
of 5 do not currently count in the capacity of the 
home nor are they supervised like the day care 
children and that the provider’s sick child can be in 
the home with the day care children.   

 
Board Direction:      Lourdes Benedict requested that staff call the state to 

verify how the state monitors for supervision. 
 
Public Comment:      June Moody, 7224 118th Terrace North, Largo, Fl  

33773 
          I.C. Supervision 
          Ms. Moody reiterated the same concerns voiced by 

the other providers regarding the supervision of her 
own 11 year old, that her 11 year old enjoys the 
freedom of being in and around the home separate 
from the day care children. 

 
Motion to Adjourn:     A motion was made by Donna Huard and seconded to 

adjourn the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
        _______________________ 
        Judi Vitucci, Secretary 
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PINELLAS COUNTY LICENSE BOARD FOR CHILDREN'S CENTERS 
AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES 

Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting for 
January 7, 2009 

 
UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

 
The Regular Board Meeting of the Pinellas County License Board for Children's Centers 
and Family Day Care Homes was scheduled and properly noticed for Wednesday, 
January 7, 2009, at 4175 East Bay Drive, Suite 350, Clearwater, to begin at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Board Members Present:  Lourdes Benedict, Chairman; Donna Huard; Barbra 

Mastrota; Elise Minkoff, Donna Rippley, Judi Vitucci 
 
Board Members Absent:  Commissioner Bostock 
 
Ex Officio Member Present: Charles Minor 
 
Advisory Members Present: Heidi Buck, Lynn Bittner, Ann Hofmeister 
 
Advisory Members Absent:  Sharon Carder, Terri Hajian 

 
County Attorney Present:  Colleen Flynn   

 
Staff Members Present:  Carla Doenges, Executive Director; Kathy Krause, 

Supervisor Family Day Care Homes; Suzie Lewis, 
Supervisor Children’s Centers; Dana Stajkowski, 
Recording Secretary; and other Health Department staff 

 
Call to order:     The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Motion:       A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota and seconded to 

approve the minutes from November 5, 2008.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 

 
Addition to Agenda:   A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded to 

approve that the Attorney Engagement Letter be signed 
by Chairman Benedict.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
Public Comments:    Public Comment was taken following the budget 

presentation. 
         Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood St., Clearwater 
         Ms. Brooks asks that background checks be done on the 

person as well as on the address. 
 
         Sondra Harper, 3601 63rd Street North 
         Ms. Harper reported that the forms on the website are 

wrong and you have to dig to find what’s there and that 
provider information [on SansWrite] is not accurate. 
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Minutes 1/7/09 
 
Public Comments:    In response to a comment made by Ms. Harper, Kathy 

Krause stated that the providers should be calling the 
staff for forms not Sondra Harper. 

 
         Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 
         Ms. Gibson requests that staff email links and phone 

numbers be put back on the website; that a picture on 
the site was inappropriate; that meeting notices be 
placed on the site in a timely manner. 

 
II. A. Budget     Stephanie Judd, HD Financial Administrator, presented 

the Amended Budget and Resolution as detailed in the 
Board packet.  The major changes in the budget are legal 
fees, a storage cost, and an in-kind contribution from the 
Health Department for services provided at no cost to the 
child care program. 

 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Rippley and seconded by 

Judi Vitucci to approve the Amended Budget and 
Resolution No. 08-04.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
II. A. Special Dist.    Stephanie Judd gave the following report to the Board on 

behalf of the Juvenile Welfare Board and Dr. Dharamraj 
of the Health Department.  Ms. Judd reported the License 
Board staff filed with the Department of Community 
Affairs (DCA) to request the License Board (LB) be 
designated an Independent Special District.  Ms. Judd 
further explained that with the information provided at 
the time, the DCA granted the designation to the LB. 
With the designation comes a series of responsibilities; a 
responsibility that financially impacts the budget of the 
child care program is the requirement of an annual 
independent financial audit which goes to the funders, 
the Chief Financial Officer of the State of Florida, the 
Auditor General of the State of Florida.  It must follow 
various rules and regulations of the State.   

 
         Ms. Judd reported to the Board that the Health 

Department along with the Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB) 
tried various avenues to have the Special District 
designation removed, including having a county 
ordinance replace the Special Act.  Currently, neither are 
viable avenues because Florida Statutes and thus the 
Department of Children and Families require the county 
fund the new entity by covering 75% of the funding; 
Pinellas County has never funded child care licensing. 



  9

Minutes 1/7/09 
 
II. A.        Ms. Judd proposes that the DCA take a look at the 

decision they made together with the new information 
being supplied to them; that the LB has never had a 
Federal Identification No. which identifies the holder as a 
governmental employer; that the LB does not and never 
has functioned as a special purpose of government; that 
the fees collected are not sufficient enough to provide 
services.  Input for the letter has been received from Gay 
Lansaster, Executive Director of JWB; Elithia Stanfill, 
Assistant County Administrator; Dr. Dharmaraj, Director 
of the Health Department.  If the Independent Special 
District is rescinded, it will save the program 
approximately $70,000.  

 
  Board Comments:  In answer to a question from Elise Minkoff regarding 

internal standards to prevent such staff actions without 
the knowledge of the funder, Carla Doenges responded 
that her actions are transparent; that she is part of the 
Health Department team and there is a chain of 
command at the Health Department. 

 
  Response:    Stephanie Judd offered to have a document developed 

and signed by all staff and managers.  The Board did not 
respond. 

 
         In response to a question from Anne Hofmeister, Suzie 

Lewis responded that she sees no downside to approving 
the recommendation. 

 
         In response to a question from Judi Vitucci, Stephanie 

Judd responded that the Board was made aware of the 
application August 13, 2007; the application was made 
July 10, 2007 and there is no reference to the application 
prior to that. 

 
         In response to a question from Chairman Benedict, 

Stephanie Judd responded that rescinding the 
designation has no effect on the Special Act. 

 
  Public Comments:  Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 
         At a 2005 Charter Review Committee meeting, Linda 

Tamanini requested that the Independent Special District 
designation would remain. 

 
         Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater 
         Supported the recommendation. 
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Minutes 1/7/09 
 
II. A. Abstaining:    Chairman Benedict abstained from the vote. 
 
  Call for Motion:   Judi Vitucci called for a motion to approve and send the 

letter. 
 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Elise Minkoff and seconded by 

Donna Huard to approve the letter be signed and sent to 
the Department of Community Affairs requesting that the 
designation of PCLB as an Independent Special District 
be rescinded.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
III. A. 1. 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Rippley and seconded that 

7 new Children’s Center be approved for Regular 
Licenses.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
  A. 2.      (There were no new Children’s Centers recommended for 

a Provisional License.) 
 

  A. 3.      (There were no new Children’s Centers recommended for 
a Probationary-Provisional License.)   

 
  A. 4.       
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Huard that 12 new Family 

Day Care Homes be approved for Regular Licenses.  
Motion unanimously approved. 

 
  A. 5.       
  Motion:     A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded that 1 

new Family Day Care Home be approved for Provisional 
Licenses.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
 A. 6.       

         (There were no new Family Day Care Homes 
recommended for Probationary-Provisional Licenses.) 

 
  B. 1.       
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Rippley and seconded that 

8 License Changes for Children's Centers be approved for 
Regular Licenses.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
  B. 2.       
         A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded that 1 

License Change for Children’s Centers be approved for a 
Provisional License.  Motion unanimously approved. 
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Minutes 1/7/09 
 
III. B. 3.      (There were no License Changes for Children’s Centers 

recommended for Probationary-Provisional Licenses.) 
 
  B.4.       
  Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Huard and seconded that 

3 License Changes for Family Day Care Homes be 
approved for Regular Licenses.  Motion unanimously 
approved. 

  
  B. 5.      (There were no License Changes for Family Day Care 

Homes recommended for Provisional Licenses.)  
 
 B. 6.      (There were no License Changes for Family Day Care 

Homes recommended for Probationary-Provisional 
Licenses.) 

 
  C.       (There were no Children's Centers recommended as 

Religious Exempt Centers.) 
 
  D.       There were no attorney items presented. 
 
  E.        
  Motion:     Ms. Doenges presented the recommendation to amend the 

membership of the Bylaws to include “One (1) person qualified 
by experience as a community representative and advocate in 
the field of early care and education” and remove the Advisory 
Committee position of “ . . . a person qualified as a member and 
chairman of the License Board. 

 
  Public Comments:  June Moody, 7224 118th Terrace North 
         June responded that her question had been answered. 
 
         Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 
         Ms. Gibson requested that a fire fighter or a parent be 

considered for the position or change the current position 
by changing the “and” to “or”; that keeping persons 
qualified as a chairman would keep the history of the 
Board; that she disagrees with the finding of necessity. 

 
  Response:    In response to a question by Ms. Gibson, the Chairman 

responded that staff would be selecting the person 
according to the recommendation. 

 
         Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater 
         Ms. Brooks suggests the recommendation be denied and 

that a committee be formed; that staff cannot 
recommend. 
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Minutes 1/7/09 
 
III.  E.        
  Public Comments:  In response to a question from Barbra Mastrota, Ms. Brooks 

stated that her problem was with the word quality and that a 
committee has not been formed to make the recommendation. 

 
         Following a lengthy discussion a vote was called. 
 
         Attorney Colleen Flynn reminded the Board that any changes 

made to the recommendation would result in another 30 day 
notice prior to making a motion for approval. 

 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded to amend the 

Bylaws as recommended.  There were 3 Yeas and 3 Nays.  The 
vote failed. 

 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded to send the 

recommendation back to staff.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
  F.  
  Public Comments:  Diane Pinta, 6070 Garmouth Way North, St. Petersburg 
         Ms. Pinta said she did not get the [renewal] packet in time; that 

she does not want to loose her license because she did not 
receive the packet in time.  

 
  Response:    Carla Doenges responded that staff also has accountability; that 

providers will not receive a fine if staff is responsible. 
 
         Lynn Gibson, 8697 78th Avenue North, Largo 
         Ms. Gibson asked for clarification regarding fingerprint 

screenings that are sometimes required to be redone because 
they cannot be read.  She further asked that staff provide 
renewal training for providers. 

 
  Response:    Ms. Doenges reported on all the training being scheduled. 
 
  Response:    Gayle Guidash reported on the progress being made regarding 

fingerprinting done in the main office of the Health Department.  
The service is very close to being marketed. 

 
         Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater 
         Ms. Brooks asked if the $50 fine proposed by State has gone to 

the review committee.  Ms. Brooks pointed out that if we use 
the State as our Finding of Necessity and the State does not 
pass the standard then our recommendation would fail. 
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Minutes 1/7/09 
 
  F.  
  Public Comment:   June Moody, 7224 118th Terrace North 
         Ms. Moody expressed concern about electronic fingerprinting 

regarding providers whose prints do not take electronically. 
 
  Motion:     A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota to approve 

recommendation to increase minimum standard for Annual 
Renewal of License for Children’s Centers.  Motion unanimously 
approved. 

 
X. APPLICATION, FEES, LICENSE (Children’s Centers) 
 E. Annual renewal of license  
 
Ch 61 S.12.   1. Any owner or operator of a children's center licensed under 

Licensing Regulations shall make application for renewal of his/her 
license on forms to be furnished by the License Board.  

 
Ch 65C-22.001(1)(e) 2. A completed application for renewal of an annual license must be 

submitted to the License Board office at least 45 days prior to the 
expiration date of the current license to ensure that a lapse of 
licensure does not occur. 

 
Proposed Bd. Standard a. Approximately 90 days prior to the expiration of a license, the 

licensing program shall provide renewal application and forms 
to the owner or operator addressing all licensing renewal 
requirements including background screening. 

 
Ch 65C-22.001(1)(e)  b. At least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration date of the 

current license, the provider must submit to the licensing 
program a completed renewal application including all required 
forms and background screening information to ensure that a 
lapse of licensure does not occur. 

Minutes 1/7/09 
 
Proposed    c. A fine of $50.00 shall be imposed for failure to submit a  
Ch 65C-22.010(4)(2)(d)  completed renewal application at least 45 days prior to the 

expiration date of the current license. 
 
Ch 61 S.12  3. 2. If action is pending to revoke or suspend the license of the 

applicant, the applicant may continue under the old license pending 
the outcome of the action. 

Ch 402.308(4)(b) 4. 3. Prior to the renewal of a license, the License Board shall reexamine 
the children’s center, including in that process the examination of 
the premises and records of the children’s center as required in 
Licensing Regulations to determine that minimum standards for 
licensing continue to be met. 
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Minutes 1/7/09 
III. F. 
X. E. Annual renewal of license - continued 
Ch 402.308(4)(c) 5. 4. The License Board shall coordinate all inspections of children’s 

centers.  A children’s center is not required to implement a 
recommendation of one agency that is in conflict with a 
recommendation of another agency if such conflict arises due to 
uncoordinated inspections.  Any conflict in recommendations shall 
be resolved by the county commission or its representative within 
fifteen (15) days after written notice that such conflict exists. 

 
Ch 402.308(4)(d) 6. 5. The License Board shall issue a license or renew a license upon 

being satisfied that all standards required by Licensing Regulations 
have been met.  A license may be issued or renewed if all the 
screening materials have been timely submitted; however, the 
License Board shall not issue or renew a license if any of the child 
care personnel at the applicant children’s center have failed the 
screening required by Licensing Regulations I.A. 

 
Finding of Necessity: This proposed standard clarifies the existing standard and allows 

for a late fine to be imposed.  The State will be including a late fine 
in the upcoming proposed regulations in Spring 2009.  
Promulgation of these proposals as standards will make it 
comparable with the State’s upcoming requirements.  

 
Implementation Date: July 1, 2009 
 
  Motion:    A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota and seconded to approve 

recommendation to increase minimum standard for Annual 
Renewal of License for Family Day Care Homes.  Motion 
unanimously approved 

 
IX. APPLICATION, FEES, LICENSE (Family Day Care Homes) 
 E. Annual Renewal of License  
Ch 65C-20.008(3)  1. Any family day care home provider licensed under this Act shall 

submit to the License Board a completed application for renewal of 
an annual license at least 45 days prior to the expiration date of 
the current license to ensure that a lapse of licensure does not 
occur.  The renewal application and required forms shall be 
furnished by the License Board. 

 
Ch 65C-20.008(3)  1. Family Day Care Homes licensed under Licensing Regulations shall 

make application for renewal of his/her license on forms to be 
furnished by the License Board. 

 
Proposed Bd. Standard a. Approximately 90 days prior to the expiration of a license, the 

licensing program shall provide renewal application and forms 
to the provider addressing all licensing renewal requirements 
including background screening. 
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Minutes 1/7/09 
III. F. 
IX. APPLICATION, FEES, LICENSE (Family Day Care Homes) 
Ch 65C-20.008(2)   b. At least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration date of the 

current license, the provider must submit to the licensing 
program a completed renewal application including all required 
forms and background screening information to ensure that a 
lapse of licensure does not occur. 

 
Proposed    c. A fine of $50.00 shall be imposed for failure to submit a  
Ch 65C-20.012(3)(d)   completed renewal application at least 45 days prior to the 

expiration date of the current license. 
 
Ch 65C-20.008(3)   d. All background screening clearances must be received by the 

licensing program prior to the expiration of the current license 
in order to issue a renewal license.  If screening clearances 
have not been received by the expiration date of the license, a 
renewal license will not be issued, the home will be closed, and 
the provider must reapply for a family day care home license. 

 
Ch 61 S.12.   2. If action is pending to revoke or suspend the license of the 

applicant, the applicant may continue under the old license pending 
the outcome of the action. 

 
Ch 402.308(4)(b)  3. Prior to the renewal of a license, the License Board shall reexamine 

the family day care home, including in that process the examination 
of the premises and records of the family day care home to 
determine that minimum standards for licensing continue to be 
met. 

 
Ch 402.308(4)(c)  4. The License Board shall coordinate all inspections of family day 

care homes.  The family day care home is not required to 
implement a recommendation of one agency that is in conflict with 
a recommendation of another agency if such conflict arises due to 
uncoordinated inspections.  Any conflict in recommendations shall 
be resolved by the county commission or its representative within 
15 days after written notice that such conflict exists. 

 
Ch 402.308(4)(d)  5. The License Board shall issue a license or renew a license upon 

being satisfied that all standards have been met.  A license may be 
issued or renewed if all the screening materials have been timely 
submitted; however, the License Board shall not issue or renew a 
license if any of the family day care home personnel have failed the 
screening required by Licensing Regulations.   



  16

Minutes 1/7/09 
III. F. 
 
IX. APPLICATION, FEES, LICENSE (Family Day Care Homes) 
Finding of Necessity: This proposed standard clarifies the existing standard and allows 

for a late fine to be imposed.  The State will be including a late fine 
in the upcoming proposed regulations in Spring 2009.  
Promulgation of these proposals as standards will make it 
comparable with the State’s upcoming requirements.  

Implementation Date: July 1, 2009 
 
  Motion:    A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota and seconded to increase 

standard for Annual Renewal of License for Large Family Child Care 
Homes.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
VII. APPLICATION, LICENSE, FEES (Large Family Child Care Homes) 
  C. Annual Renewal of License 
Ch 65C-20.008(3)  1. Family Day Care Homes and Large Family Child Care Homes 

licensed under Licensing Regulations shall make application for 
renewal of his/her license on forms to be furnished by the License 
Board. 

 
Proposed Bd. Standard a. Approximately 90 days prior to the expiration of a license, the 

licensing program shall provide renewal application and forms 
to the provider addressing all licensing renewal requirements 
including background screening. 

 
Ch 65C-20.008(2)   b. At least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration date of the 

current license, the provider must submit to the licensing 
program a completed renewal application including all required 
forms and background screening information to ensure that a 
lapse of licensure does not occur. 

 
Proposed    c. A fine of $50.00 shall be imposed for failure to submit a  
Ch 65C-20.012(3)(d)   completed renewal application at least 45 days prior to the 

expiration date of the current license. 
 
Ch 65C-20.008(3)   d. All background screening clearances must be received by the 

licensing program prior to the expiration of the current license 
in order to issue a renewal license.  If screening clearances 
have not been received by the expiration date of the license, a 
renewal license will not be issued, the home will be closed, and 
the provider must reapply for a family day care home license. 

Finding of Necessity: This proposed standard clarifies the existing standard and allows 
for a late fine to be imposed.  The State will be including a late fine 
in the upcoming proposed regulations in Spring 2009.  
Promulgation of these proposals as standards will make it 
comparable with the State’s upcoming requirements.  

Implementation Date: July 1, 2009 
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III. F. 
 
  Motion: A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota and seconded to approve 

February 4, 2009 as the Public Hearing Date for the proposed 
recommendations.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 
 G. Motion: A motion was made by Barbra Mastrota to cancel the Special Board 

meeting of February 19, 2009.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
 H. 
 Public Comment   Anne Brooks, 2801 Dovewood Street, Clearwater 
        Ms. Brooks recommends committee look at developmentally 

appropriate practices for infants, toddles and preschoolers 
and other improvements in training. 

 
 Motion:     A motion was made by Donna Huard and seconded for staff 

to appoint a committee to review infant standards.  Motion 
unanimously approved. 

 
 Motion to Adjourn:  A motion was made by Judi Vitucci and seconded to adjourn 

at 8:15 p.m.  Motion unanimously approved. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
        _______________________ 
        Judi Vitucci, Secretary 
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PINELLAS COUNTY LICENSE BOARD FOR CHILDREN'S CENTERS 
AND FAMILY DAY CARE HOMES 
Minutes for the Public Hearing 

February 4, 2009 
 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 
 
The Public Hearing of the Pinellas County License Board for Children's Centers and 
Family Day Care Homes was scheduled and properly noticed for Wednesday,  
February 4, 2009, at 4175 East Bay Drive, Suite 350, Clearwater, to begin at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Board Members Present:  Commissioner Bostock, Judi Vitucci, Acting Chairman; 

Donna Huard; Barbra Mastrota; Elise Minkoff, Donna 
Rippley 

 
Board Members Absent:  Lourdes Benedict 
 
Ex Officio Member Present: Charles Minor 
 
Advisory Members Present: Heidi Buck, Lynn Bittner, Terri Hajian, 
 
Advisory Members Absent:  Sharon Carder, Ann Hofmeister 

 
County Attorney Present:  Colleen Flynn   

 
Staff Members Present:  Carla Doenges, Executive Director; Kathy Krause, 

Supervisor Family Day Care Homes; Dana Stajkowski, 
Recording Secretary; and other Health Department staff 

 
Call to order:     The hearing was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Public Comment:    No public comment was received during the meeting.  

Written public comment was distributed at the meeting 
and attached to these minutes. 

 
Motion to Adjourn:    A motion was made by Donna Rippley and seconded to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Motion unanimously 
approved. 
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